Greetings to all of you out in web-land, who for some reason are now reading this biography of my simple but crazy “call” to be a seminarian for the Diocese of Duluth.
My name is Brandon Moravitz; I am 31 years old and a senior at Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary in Winona MN. I grew up in beautiful Ely, MN and attended St Anthony’s parish all through elementary and high school.  My family consists of two amazing parents who spoiled me rotten, a younger brother Ryan and two sisters Michelle and Kelsey.  All three of my siblings have taught me more about life then I could ever hope to teach them.  My family is by far the greatest gift and source of joy the Lord has given me on this side of the grave!  
I could ramble on about my obsession with winning my fantasy baseball league, or frustration with the Vikings and Twins or maybe even share my love for taking walks at night to think about life and God’s majesty but that is not what is important!  What is important is how the heck the Lord got a punk like me to join the seminary and consider the possibility of committing my entire life to His service as a Catholic Priest!  

Well, I am not sure how to even explain how I got to where I am at, but I will attempt to in a short and sweet manner.  If you have more questions and would like to chat more I will leave my email below.  So there I was graduating from high school, knowing I loved Jesus but not really having much of an appreciation for being a Catholic.  I decided to take off to a Protestant Bible College because I could study the Bible and play college basketball.  I soon began to realize the college I chose was filled with over 500 “on-fire” Protestant Christians and guess what?  I was the only Catholic there!  I soon began to be bombarded with questions about being Catholic and was forced to do some serious soul searching.  The amazing thing is, as I began to search, my love for Christ and the Catholic Church became alive in a way I cannot explain!  I soon applied and got accepted to spend a year of my life traveling around the United States sharing Christ with thousands of Catholic young people at school and parishes. As this was taking place, I discovered gifts that I did not know resided within me.  I was blown away with the ways in which God somehow used a ‘punk’ like me!  My heart began to go aflame for ministry to young people and this led to my next season in life.  

The Lord led me to a parish youth ministry position which gave me the opportunity to serve Him and His Church even more!  Again I was humbled by this call which allowed me to work with young people across the Diocese of Duluth for five years.  I could go on and on about the ways in which the Lord worked in my life and the lives of the people around me.  My life was deeply blessed to have this opportunity to serve Him in this capacity.    During that time I began to realize that there might be even more the Lord is calling me to!  So I finally took the plunge and entered seminary which in all honesty had been on my heart since I first fell in love with the Catholic faith at that Protestant Bible College!  
All right I better shut up…I could go on and on about other crazy roads the Lord has led me on but I will close with this.  If for some reason your heart is being pulled toward the priesthood….Take time and find someone you trust to talk about how you are feeling, then pray LOTS, but most importantly take the plunge and act upon it!  Allow the Lord to take you on the ride of your life - it will be a ride full of struggle and blessings, but through all of it you will be knocked to your knees by the amazing peace, joy and freedom He will saturate your life with!  Always remember…GOD IS NEAR!
Peace!
Brandon Moravitz

Contact me anytime at mora8462@stthomas.edu 


