Hi, my name is Seth Gogolin.  I am 24 years old.  Of my parents’ four children I am the youngest, having two sisters and one brother. I am a member of St. Andrew's Parish in Brainerd.  This is my second year of formation at the theology level at St. Meinrad School of Theology, and I can say without doubt that coming here was the best decision I have ever made.  Some hobbies I have are playing drums, and getting together with other guys to play sports. 

I first felt a call to the priesthood early on in my high school education, but I reasoned to myself that it couldn’t be for me since I was dating girls at this time and wanted to get married.  This was a great difficulty for me choosing between two goods, so instead of praying about it and talking to God I simply stayed with what I was currently doing which was dating.   

After I graduated from Brainerd High School in 2004 I went to St. Cloud to pursue a degree in micro computer support and network administration.  I was happy with what I was doing, but something didn't seem quite right to me.  I wasn't sure what it was so I began spiritual direction with Father Bill Skarich and made sure I had lots of time to pray about this "uncertainty" within me.  Through much prayer and the advice of many others, but especially Father Bill Skarich, I decided that the reason something didn't seem quite right was because God had plans for me that were other than the ones I had for myself.  So I began the process of becoming a seminarian for the Diocese.  I first attended St. John Vianney Seminary in St. Paul, MN, and am now in my second year at St. Meinrad.  

One of the things I think is great about seminary is the amount of fraternity time with all of your other seminarian brothers but specifically the other Duluth men.  Not only are these other men lots of fun to hang out with, but they are also great examples to me of what it means to give yourself to Christ and the hard work of growing in holiness.  Fraternity is one of the most important things at seminary because these are the brothers that will potentially one day be your brother priests.

If you are thinking about seminary at all, I would suggest giving it a try. Just because you join does not mean you have sold your life and you have to become a priest.  Being at the seminary is first about growing in holiness, and then after you have done that, you begin to discern your vocation.  I think it is a good idea for all Catholic young men to enter the seminary whatever your vocation is.  The seminary will give you what you need to not only be good and holy priests, but also good and holy fathers and husbands.

