Hello,

My name is Drew Braun and I am currently a second year theology student at St. Meinrad School of Theology. At the age of twenty five I am the second oldest in my family, with one older sister, two younger brothers, Mom, Dad, and all from the small town of Morris, Minnesota. My home parish is St. Galls in Tintah, Minnesota. I love being outdoors and enjoy hunting, fishing, camping, kayaking, canoeing, or anything that can get me out of the house and away from work.

I entered the Seminary fresh out of my senior year of Home Schooling. It was not until that senior year that I finally began following the call to enter the seminary. Previous to my decision I had always played with the idea of joining the seminary, but being the procrastinator that I am, I waited until the last minute to decide that this is where God wanted me. There were no burning bushes, lightning bolts, or visions involved in my decision, but only through prayer and discernment has God led me here. I also would have never made that decision if it wasn’t for the help of so many great people throughout my life. Without the inspiring influence of priests, family, and friends I would not be the happy man I am.

So why did I pursue this possible call? Well, besides the fact that this is where I feel God is calling me, and I must be obedient to that call, there are also many great aspects of the priesthood that interest me. First, I would love to be able to teach the many truths and traditions of the Holy Roman Catholic Church, and what could be better than saving souls! As a well known priest by the name of Father Corapi once said, “We (priests) are in the trenches saving souls; it is a difficult battle for there are no plains.  You are either going up or sliding down, but somebody has to fight.” Even to save one soul throughout this vocation seems to be a great result. We are here to love, know, and serve God, and to lead others to do just that is a marvelous vocation. However, following this vocation is not always easy.

During my short time in the seminary I have experienced many trials and obstacles. I have found myself questioning the vocation to the priesthood and the responsibilities within, and although this may be trying at times I believe that one must question his vocation in order to take it seriously. If one entered the seminary knowing full well he were going to be ordained to the priesthood, he would not be open to any other vocation that the Lord may be calling him to. One must know what vocation he is called to in order to enter into it, and even though there may be aspects that seem difficult during the time of discernment there are also aspects I have found to be very helpful.

In the seminary there can be the potential to create a very spiritual atmosphere. There is the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass celebrated daily along with other time for personal prayer including Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. There are also spiritual directors to help one through the various struggles one may encounter in this life. Another aspect I found to be helpful in the seminary are certain brothers who can assist you in devoting your life to Christ.  I have enjoyed many times with these men, whether it be going out for wings and a Coke, watching a good film, or many other activities. 

If I were able to give some advise to those who are contemplating a call the priesthood it would be this, at least come and check it out. There are men here who are discerning the same vocation you are and many priests who have gone through the same discernment. This is something you won’t find anywhere else. It is nice to have these people at your side to help you along the way, but most of all you need to keep Christ at the center of your discernment and what better place to do that than in the seminary. Finally, entering the seminary does not mean that you are going to be ordained a priest.  It is only a place for discernment, and I guarantee you that your discernment here will not be a waste.  

Pax Christi Tecum,

Drew Braun

